Vermont Department of Health
Climate & Health Program
Resources for the House Health Care Committee (requested during our 1/25/18 presentation)

Organizations with more information on climate change mitigation in the health care sector:

e Health Care without Harm has resources on mitigating the climate impact of the health care
sector and on building population resilience to climate change impacts on health:
https://noharm-uscanada.org/healthcareclimatecouncil

o Climate Action: A Playbook for Hospitals - https://climatecouncil.noharm.org/ or
https://noharm-uscanada.org/sites/default/files/Climate%20Playbook%20Complete.pdf

o Dan Quinlan (dan@solavida.org) is a local consultant who has worked on these issues
with Health Care without Harm and organizes that Vermont Climate & Health Alliance:
https://www.vtcha.org/

e Practice Greenhealth is another leading organization that provides resources about
environmental solutions for the health care sector: https://practicegreenhealth.org/
o Addressing Climate Change in the Health Care Setting: Opportunities for Action -
https://practicegreenhealth.org/pubs/toolkit/reports/ClimateChange.pdf

e Hospitals Aligned for Healthy Communities provides several toolkits and case studies about
actions that health systems can take to improve health through workforce development,
purchasing, and investment: http://hospitaltoolkits.org/investment/. The toolkits aren’t
specifically focused on climate change or other environmental issues, but those topics are
certainly addressed in some of the strategies & case studies.

Case studies of hospitals or health care systems that are working on climate change mitigation:

e Gundersen Health System case study focuses on their shift towards 100% renewable fuel
sources: http://hospitaltoolkits.org/investment/case-studies/gundersen-health-system/

e Seattle Children’s Hospital supports healthy and environmentally-friendly transportation for
employees and patients: https://usa.streetsblog.org/2015/05/08/how-seattle-childrens-
hospital-took-the-lead-on-healthy-transportation/

e UVM and other hospitals have taken strides to source food locally, reduce meat consumption,
and reduce food waste: https://medium.com/@HCWH/nourishing-patients-and-the-planet-the-
role-of-hospital-food-service-in-climate-leadership-94c7ea779ee4

e Dartmouth Hitchcock has been recognized for reducing medical supply waste:
https://www.dartmouth-hitchcock.org/stories/article/34241
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